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XI. — Visit to the Kibalan Village of Sano Bay, North-east 
Coast of Formosa. Including a Vocabulary of the Dialect. 
By Dr. Collingwood, F.L.S. 

\_Read April 9th, 1867.] 

On the 13th June, 1866, 1 visited Sano Bay, on the east coast 
of Formosa, in H.M.S. Serpent, Commander Bullock, proceed- 
ing thither from the harbour of Kelung. The object of this 
visit was chiefly the verification of some supposed dangers in 
the harbour, which is spacious and not difficult of approach, 
and, although little frequented, is of importance as the only 
available harbour upon the whole east coast of the island. 
Our visit acquired additional interest from the fact that there 
was believed to be a village in the bay, occupied by the abori- 
gines of the island, whom we were anxious to meet with. We 
found four villages in the bay : the first and smallest upon the 
northern side was a mere hamlet of Chinese fishermen, con- 
sisting of half-a-dozen cottages upon the hill-side, their boats 
drawn up on the beach in front. Passing by this, we pro- 
ceeded up the harbour, and anchored near a sandy beach, be- 
yond which we could see some roofs of houses. All the rest of 
the bay had a desolate and lifeless appearance, the lofty hills 
sweeping down to the water's edge, generally densely wooded, 
and presenting an aspect of wildness, which accorded well with 
our belief that they were inhabited by the still savage aborigines 
of Formosa. 

On the approach of the vessel, numbers of people assembled 
on the beach from the large Chinese village of Sano, attracted 
by the unusual circumstance : among them the gamins were 
conspicuous, capering about on the sand, while their more sober 
elders formed a long line in the background, squatting on 
their hams, and discussing over their pipes the cause of the 
phenomenon. As soon as we landed, we were escorted into 
the village by the crowd, and, on reaching it, were received by 
sundry explosions, which we were fain to consider a salute 
of honour. Sundry warlike-looking personages, armed with 
matchlocks, had turned out to meet the suspicious-looking 
strangers ; but seeing us walking unarmed and amicably among 
the citizens, they fired their weapons harmlessly in the air for 
effect. They allowed us to examine their matchlocks, which 
we were told were manufactured at Amoy ; and their ammu- 
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nition, consisting of very coarse powder, with a finer grain for 
the priming, and bullets — some round, some oblong, some 
rectangular. 

We found nothing remarkable in this village, which was 
essentially Chinese in its dirt, its pigs, and its inhabitants — 
closely resembling in character the other towns of Formosa ; 
but our attention was arrested by a woman, whose handsome 
and European-looking features, and peculiar voice, at once 
marked ber as non-Chinese, and shewed her to be one of the 
aboriginal inhabitants. How she came thus domesticated 
among the Chinese we could not learn, but we heard from 
various quarters that a system of petty warfare is kept up be- 
tween the two races, and that occasionally some of the women 
are carried off by the opposing parties. 

The following morning we landed on the southern side of 
the bay, where we were to find the native village, of which 
no trace however was visible from the ship. We were met 
upon the beach by a number of men and women, who were in 
no respect, either of dress or feature, similar to the Chinese, 
and along with them, after the first expressions of surprise and 
curiosity, we entered the village. This is rudely walled, the en- 
trance being through doors at either side, by which we passed 
into an assemblage of huts constructed chiefly of grass and 
bamboos. The grass is woven into a kind of trellis or mat, 
which is placed against the sides, while the chief part of 
the walls is constructed of upright sticks, the interstices being 
imperfectly plastered with mud to keep out the weather. The 
door is of bamboo, and fixed upon a rude hinge, the lower 
part revolving sometimes upon the bottom of an earthern cup, 
to give freedom of motion. The roof is a thick thatch of grass 
and herbs (in which a species of Turk's-cap lily is largely used), 
and is supported by bamboos irregularly disposed among it. At 
one end is often an overhanging shed, containing a supply of 
firewood, of which there is everywhere abundance. 

The interior of these huts contained but little ; a stone stove, 
and a square flat board in one corner, which did service for a 
bed — apparently for the whole family — appearing to constitute 
nearly the whole furniture. Articles employed in fishing might 
be seen stuck into the thatch, and a stool or two was to be 
found in most cottages. Besides these, a few small articles of 
convenience existed which could be found when required by 
the owner. 

The occupants of these habitations were a fine race of people, 
much superior in good looks to the Chinese ; their features 
being more regular and well formed, and their expression de- 
cidedly more intelligent. The complexion was olive, the eyes 
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wanting the obliquity so characteristic of the Mongol race, the 
cheek-bones less high and prominent, the lips somewhat thick, 
and the chin well turned, giving altogether a very pleasing 
expression, neither stupid nor savage. The hair was usually 
black, but sometimes had a decidedly reddish cast, and that of 
the women was luxuriant and tied with a loose knot, while the 
men had adopted the Chinese custom of shaving the forehead, 
though not so far back as the vertex, and wearing a pigtail. 
Their physical proportions were in many cases very striking, 
and among them we saw both men and women of stalwart pro- 
portions. Some of the young girls were decidedly pretty, and 
exhibited all the coquetry, the love of finery, and other cha- 
racteristics, which distinguish the sex in general in other parts 
of the world. 

The costume of these people was somewhat slight. The 
men were attired similarly to Chinese coolies, that is, usually 
in a simple pair of short drawers, to which in some cases a 
blouse was added. The dress of the women consisted of a 
sarong* or petticoat, folded round the loins and meeting in 
front, where it overlapped, but was not fastened. This petticoat 
did not reach so far as the knees, and the feet and legs were 
bare. A sort of loose jacket, open in front, completed their 
attire, though some of the matrons did not make use of this 
addition. The young children of both sexes were entirely 
naked. This, however, appears to be a costume not always 
considered necessary, and those who landed at the village 
early on the second morning report that the population was 
more scantily clad, the men being entirely naked, and the women 
wearing only a flap round the loins. Seeing, however, the 
strangers arrive, they retired with deliberation to their huts, 
closed the doors, and reappeared in the costume above de- 
scribed. The women possessed necklaces of beads, which they 
wore round their necks, and some of them had stone bangles 
round their arms ; their ears were pierced in three or four 
places from the lobe upwards, though none of them seemed to 
have ornaments in them, except buttons, often of the com- 
monest kind. Most of the young children had objects round 
their necks, such as coins, beads, or buttons. 

It should be mentioned that, in most cases, the garments 
worn by these people were made from a cloth of their own ma- 
nufacture. This was a stout material, the threads of which 
were usually arranged in a zigzag pattern, and of a whitish or 

* Meaning literally a sheath or scabbard, but here that part of the dress 
of both sexes which covers the lower portion of the person, and is in the 
form of a sack open at both ends. — Ejjitok. 
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bluish -white colour. Many of the younger girls were em- 
ployed in spinning the thread from fibres of hemp ; and the 
cloth was woven by the older women, in pieces about a yard 
and a half long and a foot broad ; three of which pieces they 
were willing to dispose of for one dollar. 

These people are called by themselves Kibalan, and are, I 
believe, known by the Chinese as the tame aborigines, in contra- 
distinction to the raw savages which dwell on the mountains, 
and on the east coast more particularly. These latter are at 
deadly enmity with the Chinese ; while the Kibalan live in close 
proximity, though isolated from them. An officious half-caste 
among them informed us that there was another village close 
by ; so, guided by him, we proceeded about a furlong along 
the beach, but were rather disgusted to find it a Chinese vil- 
lage, differing in no respect from other dirty Chinese villages. 
Returning, therefore, to the Kibalan village, the name of which 
I believe is SheJc-fan, we made known to them by signs that 
we were anxious to visit the mountains, and to meet with the 
savages. They, however, did their best to persuade us not to 
go, assuring us that we should be shot. On shewing them our 
revolvers, however, they seemed to think we should be safer ; 
but, when we inquired for a guide, one and all declared that 
their throats would be cut if they ventured among the hills. 
After considerable parley, the sight of a dollar induced one to 
accompany us, and, having armed himself with his matchlock, 
we set out ; our guide, however, taking good care to keep in 
the rear of the party. Crossing some paddy fields, and proceed- 
ing along a sandy bay to the southward, our path was arrested 
by rocks, while on our right was a range of hills covered with 
a seemingly impenetrable forest. On closer examination, how- 
ever, we discovered a beaten track, and up it we climbed, 
through a dense vegetation of tree ferns, camphor trees, etc., 
among which were some beautiful flowers, and many gaudy 
butterflies, although the overarching trees shut out most of the 
light. We ascended a considerable distance, tracing the path, 
which, although faint, was evident, and marking the trees as 
we ascended ; but no trace could we find of the savages of 
whom we were in search. At length, finding the path less 
and less distinct, and time failing, we gave up the chase, 
and descended to the Kibalan village. The track which 
we had followed, however, was so evidently a more or less 
frequented one, that, considering the dread professed by the 
inhabitants of the village of their savage neighbours, it is 
difficult to understand by whom it could have been used, unless 
by the mountain aborigines descending to the plain in search 
of supplies. Subsequent inquiries at Sano, as well as some 
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signs made by the Kibalans, elicited the information (whether 
true or false) that the aborigines of the mountains could not 
be reached under two days' journey from Sano Bay. 

We unpacked our basket of provisions in the middle of the 
village, and were soon surrounded by the entire population, 
who pressed curiously about us, but withal civilly ; and seemed 
to think our eatables not bad, particularly the loaf sugar, which 
young and old appeared to appreciate. Captain Bullock had 
brought with him some old numbers of the Illustrated London 
News, which he distributed among them ; but I remarked that 
though all seemed anxious to get a leaf, they did not look at 
the woodcuts, but immediately folded it up and put it in some 
part of their dress — nor could I interest them by pointing out 
to them the most striking illustrations, which they did not ap- 
pear to comprehend. They did not, however, show any lack 
of interest and curiosity in most things, and the men particu- 
larly most inquisitively examined every part of our dress, feeling 
its texture, looking into our pockets, and shewing by signs 
that they wished to see the interior of any box or bag we hap- 
pened to carry. Nor were they content with looking once, but 
the same objects must be inspected again and again. The 
women more particularly exhibited a great anxiety to obtain as 
presents anything we could give them, particularly anything 
ornamental. The naval buttons were a great temptation, and 
over and over again they pointed to them, and intimated their 
desire to be the fortunate possessors of them. When denied, 
they would point to a young child and ask it for him, as though 
we could not refuse it. Darwin, I may observe, makes the same 
remark when speaking of the Fuegians. If the button was given 
under these circumstances, it was immediately fastened on a 
string and tied round the child's forehead. But so importunate 
were they, that I might have completely stripped myself and 
found candidates for every article I possessed. Notwithstanding 
this, however, and that they repeatedly put their hands into our 
pockets, not a single article was lost, and no attempt was made 
to steal, but upon its being re-demanded they never offered to 
retain any object whatever. After our meal was over, the 
empty bottles were eagerly sought after, and we soon learned 
that no more acceptable present than a bottle could be made to 
them. This, which they called brasco, and tobacco,* were the 
only two things which they specially applied for. Nearly 
everyone, men and women, smoked; and almost our first 
greeting was a demand for tobacco, a word which they appeared 

* Both words, no doubt, from the Spanish or Portuguese, frasco and 
tabaco. — Ediiok. 
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to have previously learned. A small plantation of tobacco grew 
and was in flower within the walls of the village, and in several 
places the leaves were laid out in the sun to dry. It is smoked 
by them in pipes about a foot long, which the woman sticks in 
her hair when she is not using it, and not unfrequently we ob- 
served them smoking a bundle of scarcely dried leaves, rolled 
up and forming a rude and uncouth cigar. 

It will not be supposed, however, that they were without 
occupation. In many huts the men were asleep, but towards 
evening they might be seen with their nets wending their way 
to the beach. Others I observed engaged over some seething 
vessels, in which I found they were extracting oil from the 
bones of turtle. The women had, several of them, naked babies 
hanging to their bare breasts ; others came in from the country 
with pruning-knives, and laden with large bundles of grass and 
lily straw, which they laid down to dry in the sun, and which 
it appeared was ultimately intended for the repair of the thatch. 
These women had cloths wound round their legs, as a protec- 
tion while in the field, and broad bamboo hats hanging by their 
side for wear in the hot sun. Others were spinning thread or 
weaving cloth, while some were engaged in beating rice out of 
the husks, which they did by placing it in a hollow stone vessel, 
under which they put a mat, and then two of them beating it 
alternately with the end of a heavy bamboo. While some were 
thus engaged, the idlers allowed themselves to be amused by 
some of our party, who showed them little tricks, which caused 
hearty laughter, and which they tried their best to imitate. 
Seeing a revolver, they were very anxious to see it shot oif, 
and stuck up a leaf upon a door to be shot at, which was done 
twice, upon which there immediately appeared two or three 
men armed with matchlocks, who had evidently turned out at 
the sound of the pistol to protect the community in case of 
need. This little incident seemed to prove that they were 
always on the alert, and gave colour to the general report that 
they, like the Chinese, are subject to the raids of the raw 
mountain savages, against whom they are always more or less 
prepared to defend themselves. This was also corroborated 
by the fact, that in the midst of the village a building was in 
course of construction, which was evidently of a defensive cha- 
racter. It was in a very unfinished state, having at present 
no roof, and the walls not all completed ; but the loopholes in 
the walls of the finished sides, as well as the accounts of the 
natives themselves, showed for what purpose it was intended. 
Men were engaged in sawing wood, and doing other business 
of construction. 

By the side of this unfinished building was piled a great 
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heap of tiles of a dark colour, and of a most rubbishy brittle 
character, which they had purchased of the Chinese for roofing 
their fort. It seemed the greater pity, inasmuch as the 
rocks of Sano Bay are of a slaty character, with very distinct 
cleavage ; and, close by the village, slates might have been ob- 
tained by a little trouble and intelligence, and these would have 
answered the purpose better than the wretched tiles they were 
about to use. A herd of water-buffalos,* brought home late in 
the afternoon, repaired to a muddy pool in front of this build- 
ing, and, with their characteristic timidity and stupidity, after 
eyeing us curiously for some time, they took alarm at some 
movement of one of our party, and bolting helter-skelter out 
of the mud, floundered over the heap of tiles, crushing numbers 
of them to pieces, and all but overset some of the native huts 
in their mad career. Besides buffalos, they have pigs (always 
black), Chinese dogs, Japanese cats with short twisted tails, 
and fowls. 

The following morning a number of natives visited the ship in 
their boats, and, on bottles being shown to them, they eagerly 
demanded them. When thrown into the water, half-a-dozen 
men leaped after them, and vigorous swimming-matches took 
place for the prizes. They would also dive for buttons of any 
kind that were thrown in. Soon afterwards several boats, full of 
people of all ages and both sexes, came alongside and readily 
ventured on board. Indeed, one great distinction between 
these people and the Chinese was the entire absence of timidity 
on the part of the females, who, instead of running away and 
hiding themselves as soon as they are even looked at, showed 
the most perfect confidence and freedom from mauvaise honte. 
They immediately commenced eagerly inquiring for brascos 
(bottles), and as our supply of these desirable articles was 
limited (owing to the custom of throwing empty bottles over- 
board), considerable jealousy was excited among the unsuccess- 
ful competitors. There was no idea of barter, and perhaps it 
was our own fault that we obtained nothing in return for our 
valuable presents. A number of our visitors were induced to 
descend to the captain's cabin, where, as lunch was going on, 
they readily partook of the edibles, and made themselves quite at 
home. Captain Bullock good naturedly cut off the tassels from 
his cushions, which were immediately transferred to the hair 
of the native beauties. After going about the ship, and con- 
ducting themselves with the greatest propriety, they returned 
to the village. A little incident struck me as worth recording. 
One of the men passing the ward-room sky-light, where some 

* Bos bubalus. — Editor. 
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of the officers were at lunch, looked down, and lingered, when 
he was pulled away gently by another man who was with him. 
It was a slight movement, but Chinamen would have remained 
and stared till their eyes started from their heads before such 
native politeness would have occurred to them. 

Mr. Sutton, chief engineer, who is an experienced photo- 
grapher, took his camera on shore, and succeeded in taking 
several excellent stereoscopic pictures of the village and its 
inhabitants. The people readily acceded to the desire that 
they should sit, and several picturesque groups were formed, 
some of which were successfully fixed by the camera : of course 
it was very difficult to keep them all quiet, and impossible to 
make them comprehend the necessity of absolute stillness 
during the critical moments. The result, however, was in 
several instances very satisfactory. 

The attempt to learn some of their words, and to form as 
good a vocabulary of their language as the time would permit, 
was met by perfect good will on their part ; and many words, 
as well as their mode of counting, were obtained, chiefly from 
the women, who appeared to take considerable interest in im- 
parting the information. Considerable amusement, too, was 
excited by our mistakes in pronunciation, etc., and our efforts 
elicited a considerable show of intelligence on their part. We 
found the women much more serviceable than the men for this 
purpose, chiefly on account of their clear pronunciation, which 
was much more distinct than that of the men. Thus, for 
example, the attempt of the women to pronounce English 
words was much more successful than that of the men. The 
word " flint," for instance, being given them, a man would not 
approach it nearer than plin-iss, while the women at once said 
fil-lint. The voice of the women was remarkably agreeable, 
having a plaintiveness and softness which were really striking, 
and sometimes sounded more like a gentle singing than 
speaking. 

We looked in vain for any indication of their religious ideas. 
Over the door of the village, by which we entered, some one 
had stuck a joss paper, after the manner of the Chinese, and 
probably some Chinese had done it, but there were no joss- 
houses or temples in the hamlet, nor did we find any in the 
houses, though among the poorer Chinese almost every house 
has a little altar to the lares in the principal room. We in- 
quired as well as we were able of the inhabitants on this point, 
but were able to elicit nothing from them. 

With regard to their diseases, we had no means of learning 
anything of the mortality of the village. One young woman 
appeared to be recovering from small-pox, and one old woman 
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was covered with a skin disease, which gave her a leprous 
appearance, but the people in general were healthy-looking and 
physically strong, hardy, and well made. We observed no 
deformities among them, with the exception of one child of 
three or four years old, which crawled nimbly about on its 
hands and knees, and appeared to be physically unable to 
stand or walk. The village may have contained, at a rough 
estimate, two hundred and fifty inhabitants. There were plenty 
of children, but old grey-headed persons were not numerous. 

In conclusion, I think it is evident that the race of people 
inhabiting this village is distinct from the Chinese. Among 
the women, particularly, there was scarcely one who had a 
Chinese feature, and their habits and modes of life also differ 
considerably. The feet were in no instance bandaged, as is 
universally the custom among the neighbouring Chinese. 
With regard to the men, it was not always so easy to discrimi- 
nate, although in many, or rather most, instances, the Kibalan 
man was bigger and more stalwart, and with a cast of features 
superior to that of the Chinese. Some of them may have been 
half-castes, but I am of opinion that the majority of the in- 
habitants were of pure aboriginal descent, though how they 
became separated from the mountain savages, and the process 
and reason of their domestication, I have no means of knowing. 
Their present isolation in their own special village in a great 
measure accounts for the apparent purity of their blood. They 
were in all respects a more intelligent and more engaging 
people than the Chinese of Formosa, though these latter affect 
superiority. Thus, when I inquired of a man in the Chinese 
village of Sano, who I imagined had a dash of Kibalan in his 
face, if he belonged to that race, he replied, "No, I am a man" 
(that is, a Chinese), "not a foreigner." 

I append to this a vocabulary of words used in this village ; 
and a comparison with a similar vocabulary of words used by 
the South Formosan aborigines exhibits a very great similarity 
between them, proving beyond a doubt the identity of the two 
races.* 

* The vocabularies here referred to have, unfortunately, not come to 
hand. — Editor. 
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VOCABULARY OF INHABITANTS OF SATJ-0 BAY. 

[This Vocabulary, belonging to Dr. Collingwood's paper on the Inhabitants 
of Sau-o Bay, had not come to hand at the time when we were obliged to 
print the paper, as stated in the note on p. 143 of the present volume. We 
are now enabled to give it in an Appendix.] 

Vocabulary of words used by the native inhabitants of Sau-o Bay, East 
Coast of Formosa. 

NUMERALS. 



1, E-tah (or Issah) [M. & J.] 

2, Lu-sah [M. & J.] 

3, Too-roo [J.] 

4, 8o6-pah 

5, L6mah (or Emah) [M. & J.] 

6, In-um [M. & J.] 

7, Pe-tou [J.] 

8, Ah-roo (or Ah-loo) [J.] 

9, Se-wa [J.J 
10, StS-rel 

Ten is also represented by W6n-ei, 
thus : 
11 is W6n-ei is-sak 

12, Won-ei lu-sah 

13, Won-ei too-roo 
19, Won-ei se-wa 



(20 requires the other word for ten) 

20, Lu-sah stS-rel 

21, Lu-sah ste-rel issah 

22, Lu-sah stS-rel lti-sah 

29, Lti-sah stS-rel s6-wa 

30, Too-roo ste-rel 

40, Sod-pah stg-rei, and so on to 90 
Hundred, see-voo [J.] 
100, issah see-voo [J.] 
200, Lu-sah see-voo [J.l 
300, Too-roo see-voo [J.] 
400, So6-pah see-voo, &c. 
1000, Issah ra-ra-ran 
1866, Issah ra-ra-ran ah-loo see-voo 
in-um stS-rel in-um 



PARTS OF THE BODY. 



Head, hoo-roo [M. & J.] 

Hand, roo-hahp 

Eye, mah-tah (Malay) [M.] 

Nose, hoo-n6ong [M.] 

Teeth, bwn-ga-rdu [M.] 

Hair, moo-koOse 

Whiskers, moo-moose (also beard) 



Oalf of leg, rah-pan 
Buttock, poo-noon 
Breast, ta-roo-nah 
Arm, ree-mah 
Knee, too-sol 
Thigh, pa-na-ni-yan 
Foot, ree-han 



Themselves (i.e., the tame aborigines) 

ka-ba-lan 
The Chinese, bo-soos 
The wild aborigines of the hills, ma- 

too-mal 
Mother, te-na 



Man (male), ma-roo-nah-nee 
Woman (the female), ta-roo-ang 
(The first includes boys, the second 

girls) 
Children (boys or girls), soo-niss 
Old man, na-kalan 
Old woman, vai-va-lam 

ARTICLES OE DRESS AND FURNITURE. 
Coat, hoo -loose 
Stick, baa-ram 
Belt (either round waist or fillet 

round head), bar-oon 
Hat (native bamboo), ro-co 
European hat, koo-boo 
Jacket, hoo-loose 
Trousers, kw-nn or kwun 
Shoe, la-po 
Petticoat, lappi-yan 



Bag or pocket, roo-boose 
Cigar, rai-poot 
Beads, e-toose 
Bottle, bras-co 
Wood, broo-oor 
Silk, see-reet 
Fishing net, tchti-e 
Roof of house, rah-poo 
Linen, see-u 
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Pearl button, tou-ear 
Merino, nee 
Red tape, trang-e-tang 
Knife, sa-rick 
Worsted, ong-lee-pee 

Paddy bird (heron) ah-ldrm 

Dog, wah soo [J.] 

Cock, drach-hook (guttural) 

Hen, tec-na-na 

Hen's eggs, soosoo-see-na 

Echinus, ka-na-sow 



Cotton, see-rah 

Thread, tim-re-an (native manufac- 
ture) 
Hut, rap-pou 
Native cloth, ha-bah 

ANIMALS. 

Crab, wah-rang 
Butterfly, boo-row 
Pig, ma-woo-nee 
Fish, vow-hoot 
Fishing, ta-pong-i-tchue 
Goat, koo-loo-boo-lan 



Sugar (loaf), wan-ing 
Boiled rice, mai-ee 



ARTICLES OF FOOD. 

I Rice, brass (Malay) 



Rain, oo-rahn 

Wind, var-lee 

Sun, ner-lun [M. & J.] 

Surf (on beach), nar-een [M.] 

Fire, ra-mah 



ELEMENTS, ETC. 

Rain, moo-zan 
Brass, pa-oo 
Iron, bah-lis 
Silver coin, pe-lah 



MISCELLANEOUS. 



Reed pipe, wah-koo-par-in 

Wood pipe, kwa-ko 

Broom, kai-sing 

Matchlock, rah-pil-sa 

Tree, ba-rin 

Slate, va-voio 

Hills, ta-kerr 

Junk, wa-pi 

Copper cash, ka-ri-sew 

Rice straw (thatch), rra-mi 

Lily, soo-a-yee 

Grass (or dried plant of same), brun 

Yes, ai-e 

No, mo (Chinese) 



MEN. 



NAMES OF 
Sai-ah-nee 
Mah-now 
Too-bah 
Pah-keek 



NAMES OF WOMEN. 
E-pai-ee 
Kin-lee-yan 
Moo-hoot 
Sing-ow 

Ar-pee (a young girl) 
Sow-bahn 



Note. — All the above words are to be pronounced just as they are 
written, with English pronunciation. An accent has been placed upon 
some syllables, just to show the prominent part of the word ; and the 
circumflex over the r's show that they should be trilled or rolled. The 
?'s and l's were in many cases used indifferently by the same person, and 
appear to be interchangeable. 

[Note by the President. — The vocabulary of Dr. Collingwood contains 
nineteen words of Malay or Javanese, or of words common to these two 
languages. In all likelihood they come immediately from the Philippine 
languages, the more considerable of which all contain a certain number of 
Malayan words, although not the more essential ones to language. Most pro- 
bably Formosa, although little larger than Sicily, will be found to have 
several languages, conformably to the numbers of the tribes into which its 
aboriginal inhabitants are divided. The vocabulary of a language of For- 
mosa was published a few years ago at Batavia, called the Forlong, which 
bears little resemblance to the specimens given by Dr. Collingwood, and 
contains a much smaller proportion of Malayan words. — J. C] 



